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Contact: Chuck Osso @Shared Harvest Foodbank (513) 874-0114

BackPack Program expands for 2010-11 School Year


At-risk children in a number of Butler and Warren County School districts are about to receive an extra supply of food for the weekend. 

Shared Harvest Foodbank starts its BackPack Program today, offering snacks and ready-to-fix meals for children in need, so they are guaranteed nutritious food for weekends.

“We were able to provide 59,000 BackPacks for elementary students last school year, and that was an increase of nearly 19,000 bags of food over the previous year,” said Shared Harvest Agency Relations Director Chuck Osso. 

In Butler County, the foodbank provides weekly BackPacks to children in every public school district except New Miami. In Warren County, the Kings Local School District has been added this year, joining Lebanon City Schools, which began participating in the 2009-10 school year.

In addition, the Butler County Head Start Program participates at all fifteen of its locations throughout the county. About 200 Head Start children received BackPacks last year, but that number is expected to grow to 300 this year.

 The distribution of BackPacks usually begins in mid-October, which gives school officials time to evaluate children who are most in need of assistance. The weekly distributions continue through the end of each school year.

Shared Harvest Foodbank relies on a group of volunteers to pack and distribute the bags of food to the various local school districts. “BackPack has become one of our most popular programs, because so many people love the idea of donating their time to help children in need,” Chuck Osso said. “We’re always looking for more volunteers to serve as packers or drivers.”

To volunteer, contact Shared Harvest’s Special Projects Manager Holli Curry at (800) 352-3633 or (513) 874-0114. You can also contact her by email at holli@sharedharvest.org.
 

BackPack originated in the second semester of the 2006-07 school year.
