FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: Jerome Kearns @(513) 887-4100

Butler County children benefit from school supply kits

Many families are out buying school supplies for their children to prepare for the start of another school year, but that’s not an option for other families who are struggling financially.

The children with the greatest need for help will receive a free kit of school supplies, thanks to generous contributions from a number of community or church organizations, individuals and Butler County Commissioners. The Butler County School Supply Coalition raised nearly $48,000, which will provide kits for 8,600 children in the county’s ten public school districts.

The coalition purchased the supplies from EPI, Educational Products Incorporated, and local schools expect to receive the kits Thursday. The group surveyed teachers to identify the common school supplies students need and it is the teachers who distribute supplies to the students most in need.  
“Not all students are able to start the school year with the necessary supplies, but this collaboration helps level the playing field for those kids whose families are experiencing financial hardship,” said Jerome Kearns of the Butler County School Supply Coalition. “The efforts of our partner agencies have resulted in our best fund-raising outcome to date.  Over 8,000 kids will be prepared to start this school year and have the necessary supplies to achieve success.”

Although the Coalition was unable to reach it’s goal of providing supplies for the 17,000 children on Free/Reduced Meals, each school district received their fair share, serving nearly half the students in each district who need help.  A total of 2,182 school supply kits were purchased for children in the Middletown City School District and 1,938 for kids in the Hamilton City Schools. Totals for other local school districts include:

· Lakota – 1,295

· Talawanda – 1,013

· Fairfield – 634

· Edgewood – 577

· New Miami – 250

· Monroe – 237

· Ross – 229

· Madison - 214

Members of the Butler County School Supply Coalition include: Butler County Workplace, Princeton Pike Church of God. SELF (Supports to Encourage Low Income Families), Butler County United Way, Middletown United Way, United Way of Oxford and Vicinity, Family Resource Center of Oxford and Shared Harvest Foodbank. In 1997, Princeton Pike Church of God initiated the school supply project, serving children in the Hamilton area, and the countywide coalition developed from there.

In addition to a $15,000 contribution from Butler County Commissioners, the coalition received funding this year from the Hamilton Rotary Club, Hamilton Youth Philanthropy, Miami University Hamilton Student Government, Middletown Youth Council, Middletown Community Response, Xi Lambda Pi Chapter of Beta Sigma Phi Sorority, Fairfield Rotary, Kiwanis Club of Fairfield, West Chester Community Foundation, Oxford Community Foundation, Oxford Rotary, Oxford Kiwanis, Miami University/Talawanda Partnership, OYES and individual donors.

