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Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive expands in Butler County 


More Butler County residents will have an opportunity to assist their neighbors in need when the National Association of Letter Carriers holds its annual “Stamp Out Hunger” food drive Saturday, May 8.


For the first time in the history of the local campaign, West Chester Township residents will be able to participate. When the drive was originally launched in 1995, it focused on city postal route customers in Hamilton, Fairfield, Middletown, Monroe, Oxford and Trenton.


“We are pleased that the rural carriers in the West Chester area have agreed to be part of the campaign,” said Brian Hess, Butler County Coordinator for the “Stamp Out Hunger” drive. “We know families are struggling in every portion of our county, and the addition of West Chester will offer help to more local food pantries.”


All donations from the event on the second Saturday of May will be delivered to Shared Harvest Foodbank in Fairfield, which will distribute them to local food pantries, soup kitchens and homeless shelters during the summer months – a time when food donations are historically low. In 2009, Butler Countians responded to the record number of families seeking assistance at local pantries by donating 74.452 pounds of food, the largest total in the fifteen years of the drive.


“It was amazing to see the generous way people responded to our call for help in 2009, and I know people realize the situation has not changed very much in the early part of 2010,” said Shared Harvest Foodbank Executive Director Tina Osso. “The timing of this event is perfect, because it makes a difference for families who have to provide extra meals for children who are home from school in the summer months.”


Participating in the drive is easy. Set bags or boxes of non-perishable food by your mailbox on Saturday, May 8 and letter carriers will collect your donations while delivering your mail that day. Letter Carriers will put a postcard in your mailbox in the week leading up to the drive, reminding you about “Stamp Out Hunger”. In addition, many local churches encourage their congregations to help out, while the Edgewood, Fairfield, Hamilton, Middletown, Monroe, New Miami and Ross School Districts as well as St. Peter in Chains, Saint Ann, Sacred Heart and John the 23rd parochial schools allow letter carriers to distribute flyers to elementary students to make parents aware of the drive.


NALC branches 426 and 43 as well as many rural carriers are involved in the Butler County campaign, which has provided just under 900,000 pounds of food to families in need since 1995.

