For Immediate Release

Contact: 
Maureen Noe, Butler County United Way, 513-863-0800



MaryAnn Baker, Butler County 2-1-1, 513-785-3095



Tina Osso, Shared Harvest Foodbank, 513-874-0114

Butler County Holiday Community Project Falls Short

A collaboration of social services organizations have been working together since early August to help insure families in need have holiday meals and gifts for their children on Christmas morning.  The Holiday Community Project partners were very successful over the Thanksgiving Holiday raising the $42,560 needed to provide the traditional turkey or ham with all the fixings for 1,216 families in every part of the county.

Christmas is fast approaching and the Holiday Community Project has raised $115,280 to provide food baskets for 808 families, and gifts for 2,175 children.  The collaborative still has 521 families registered for food baskets and 1,195 children registered for gifts who are all on a waiting list, waiting for sponsors or donations to ensure no one goes without this holiday season.  “We are looking for those angels in the outfield, families deciding to contribute to the project as their gifts to each other, or companies contributing to the Holiday Project instead of throwing a holiday party,” Tina Osso of Shared Harvest explains.
The Holiday Community Projects works hard to maximize its resources by sharing information through a centralized registration database hosted by Shared Harvest Foodbank.  Butler County 2-1-1 acts as the clearing house for people who want to sponsor a family by connecting sponsors with project partners in need and Butler County United Way acts as the fiscal agent for the project, disbursing contributions to project partners.

The Holiday Community Project estimates it will need another $18,235 to provide food baskets to the 521 families and $47,800 to provide gifts for the 1,195 children on the waiting list.  There are many ways you can help:  If you want to sponsor a family, call 211 to get connected.  If you want to make a contribution to the project, $35 sponsors a food basket for one family and $40 sponsors gifts for one child.  Make checks payable to Holiday Community Project/Butler County United Way, 323 North Third St., Hamilton, 45011.
Holiday Community Project Partners include: Family Services of Middletown, Lighthouse Food Pantry, Mercy Franciscan at St. Raphael, New Life Mission, Oxford Community Choice Pantry, Salvation Army Hamilton Corps, Supports to Encourage Low Income Families, The Family Resource Center of Oxford, Shared Harvest Foodbank; Butler County 211 and the Butler County United Way.
