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Grainger Teams up with Shared Harvest Foodbank 

to Support Children and Senior Food Initiatives

The Grainger Foundation Donates $25,000 to Support Weekend Food Program

Fairfield OH... Because of the economic downturn, requests for food assistance the in Butler-Warren County area have increased at many area food pantries. To address this need, local facilities maintenance supplier Grainger has stepped up to provide support.

The Grainger Foundation based on recommendations from local Grainger branch managers in Cincinatti—Darren Lackman and Gary Brown—are presenting a check for $25,000 to Shared Harvest Foodbank today for the BackPack program at Shared Harvest Foodbank in Fairfield.  This important program gives local schoolchildren backpacks of healthy food to take home for the weekend. Immediately following the check presentation, approximately 30 Grainger employee volunteers and their families will sort and pack nonperishables and other essentials at the Foodbank’s warehouse for delivery to Southwestern Ohio residents in need. Grainger volunteers will also be cleaning the entire facility.

“Grainger quote”

Each $3 donation to the Shared Harvest Foodbank BackPack Program provides six meals, dairy, fruit and snacks for a needy student, so this gift from The Grainger Foundation will provide 50,000 meals for children attending school districts involved in the program in Butler, Warren and Preble Counties. Foodbank volunteers also sort and pack food so it can be distributed to Shared Harvest's network of food pantries, soup kitchens and homeless shelters to assist people in need in Butler, Warren, Preble, Miami and Darke Counties.

”We are overwhelmed by the generosity of Grainger during these challenging times,” said Tina Osso, Executive Director of Shared Harvest Foodbank. “Grainger made a generous donation in 2009, and to provide even more support in 2010 demonstrates their employees understand the need has only increased, especially for young children on our BackPack program, in the communities we serve.”

Grainger has been a local business in Cincinnati for more than 70 years and has a long history of supporting the communities in which its employees live and work. In addition to this contribution, Grainger provides support to other local non-profits as well as supporting disaster preparedness and technical education in communities across the country.

###

About W.W. Grainger, Inc.

W.W. Grainger, Inc. with 2009 sales of $6.2 billion is the leading broad line supplier of facilities maintenance products serving businesses and institutions in United States and Canada, with an expanding presence in Japan, Mexico, India, China and Panama. Through a highly integrated network including branches, distribution centers and Web sites, Grainger's employees help customers get the job done.

Media interested in speaking with a Grainger representative or obtaining more information can contact Kelsey O’Kane, Regional Communications, at (847) 899-9185; (847) 779-6910 or Kelsey.O’Kane@Grainger.com. 

About Shared Harvest Foodbank 

For 27 years, Shared Harvest has distributed contributions of wholesome surplus food and other grocery products to 100+ food pantries, soup kitchens and shelters in Butler, Warren, Preble, Darke and Miami counties which provide either hot meals or bags of groceries to people in need.

Shared Harvest distributes boxes of food to over 1,600 senior citizens each month; distributes child friendly, nutritious foods each week to 2,200 elementary students providing food for them over the weekends; and acts as a mixing center providing USDA commodities to five sister Foodbank’s serving an additional 34 Ohio counties.

For more information please visit www.sharedharvest.org






