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SHARED HARVEST RECEIVES EGG DONATION FOR EASTER


Ft. Recovery Equity is helping Shared Harvest Foodbank to fill the tables and Easter baskets of families living in the five counties served by the foodbank. 



Shared Harvest will receive 36-hundred cartons of eggs to share with food pantries, soup kitchens and shelters in Butler, Warren, Preble, Darke and Miami Counties. The donation totaling 43,200 eggs has a retail value of nearly $6,000. It will be delivered to the foodbank’s Fairfield warehouse Tuesday, March 11.


“This gift from Ft. Recovery Equity is an extraordinary opportunity for us to make a difference during the Easter season when consumer demand for eggs rises and so does the price,” said Shared Harvest Foodbank Executive Director Tina Osso. “This donation comes at a time when many of our partner agencies are facing empty shelves while the lines of families in need at their doors grow longer.”


Ft. Recovery Equity has joined five other Ohio egg producers to make a statewide donation of 90,000 dozen, or more than one million eggs worth nearly $160,000. “Our company is honored to help Ohioans who are less fortunate,” said Jerry Knapke, operations manager of Ft. Recovery Equity. The farm is located in Ft. Recovery, Ohio. 


Osso said a number of outside factors have diminished the supply of food available to Shared Harvest and other Ohio food banks in the past year, including rising costs of food, high fuel and utility costs, a severe shortage of government surplus commodities, a sharp decrease in food donated by food manufacturers and growing unemployment and job losses.


Other Ohio egg producers who are participating in the donation include: Cal-Maine Farms of Rossburg, OH; Hemmelgarn & Sons, Inc. of Coldwater, OH; Hertzfeld Poultry Farms of Grand Rapids, OH; Hillandale Farms of Akron and Croton, OH; and Weaver Brothers, Inc. of Versailles, OH.


The egg donation is one of several joint efforts that the Ohio Association of Second Harvest Foodbanks (OASHF) and Ohio’s egg industry have partnered on in the past seven years. 


“Ohio eggs are a critical item for Ohio’s hunger relief providers because they are a versatile, high-protein item that is a staple among Ohio’s needy families,” said Lisa Hamler-Fugitt, OASHF executive director. “We are grateful that the Ohio Poultry Association (OPA) recognizes the need for eggs at a time when Ohio foodbanks are  struggling to keep food on their shelves.”

