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Shared Harvest to add more seniors to food program


More senior citizens will be eligible to receive a 35-pound box of supplemental food commodities through Shared Harvest Foodbank in Fairfield. The federal government has authorized the foodbank to add 413 seniors to the Commodity Supplemental Food Program (CSFP) in 2010.


“Because we can serve more people, we’ll be able to expand the CSFP program to include Darke and Miami Counties for the first time,” said Steve Cox, who coordinates CSFP for Shared Harvest. “It also means additional seniors can be added to the rolls program in Butler, Warren and Preble Counties where we currently offer this valuable service. We already have a waiting list in those counties, so this will allow us to reduce that tremendously.”


Seniors living in Hamilton, New Miami, Fairfield and West Chester area, who are not currently enrolled in the program, will have an opportunity to apply on Wednesday, March 24 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the CHACO Credit Union office, Third and Court Streets in downtown Hamilton.


Cox stresses that seniors currently participating in CSFP also are required to show up for the admission process reapply at CHACO if they want to continue receiving benefits. “This is the only main opportunity for people in the Hamilton area to get re-certified for CSFP, so it’s essential that they make sure someone is able to bring them to CHACO on the 24th,” Cox said. “With so many people needing help, you don’t want to take the chance of being dropped from the program by not getting re-certified.”


Cox said additional sign-ups will be held in other areas such as Middletown, and notices will be distributed to current CSFP clients to make sure they apply for continued benefits.


The program is open to senior citizens age 60 and over whose income is at or below 130% of the poverty level. The monthly box of nutritious food is designed to supplement their normal grocery shopping.


In 2009, Shared Harvest Foodbank was able to serve 1,242 seniors in Butler, Warren and Preble Counties, distributing more than 405,000 pounds of food. The program is entering its eighth year in 2010.
