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Kroger launches Check-Out Hunger Campaign


When you go to a Kroger store in Butler, Warren or Preble County, you’ll have an opportunity to help feed families in need. Kroger has launched its annual Check-Out Hunger campaign, which runs through the end of December.


Kroger started the project in Shared Harvest Foodbank’s service area in 2006, offering shoppers a chance to make donations to fight hunger when they go through the checkout line. Each cash register has a plaque containing red, yellow and green coupons for $1, $3, or $5. Shoppers can give the coupons to the cashier to add to their grocery bill, and the proceeds from the coupons go to Shared Harvest. A total of 18 Kroger stores in the three-county area are taking part in the project.


In addition to the opportunity for Kroger customers to participate, the company plans to deliver several pallets of food to Shared Harvest Foodbank on Friday, December 11 at approximately 10:30 a.m.


“Kroger has truly been a great corporate partner for Shared Harvest Foodbank,” said Tina Osso, the foodbank’s executive director. “They’ve been heavily involved in efforts to remind all of us that we have neighbors in our communities who are hurting, and they give us an opportunity to lend a hand through projects like Check-Out Hunger.”


In the first three years of the project, Shared Harvest has received cash donations totaling nearly $35,000 to help purchase food for its network of food pantries, soup kitchens and shelters in the five counties it serves.


“We are all sadly aware of the increasing need for assistance thousands of families in our community are facing at this time. The amazing group of people at Shared Harvest work very hard to meet the demand for services, and with the holidays quickly approaching, the need will certainly continue to grow throughout the season,” said Geoff Covert, president of Kroger’s Cincinnati-Dayton region.


“The Kroger Company hopes that the funds raised through the Check-Out Hunger program will provide Shared Harvest with the much-needed funds that will enable them to continue the invaluable support they are giving to the less fortunate,” Covert continued. “Kroger is strongly committed to the fight to end hunger, and we look for opportunities to help as much as we can, as this is a battle we fight all year long.”


Check-Out Hunger is one of many ways Kroger assists Shared Harvest throughout the year. The grocer also runs an annual spring campaign called “Bringing Hope to the Table”, which has resulted in donations of $140,000 to Shared Harvest over the past four years. Kroger also works with Shared Harvest on the Retail Pickup Program, which rescues about one-quarter of a million pounds of perishable food items that previously were destined for landfills.

